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The Petition Aqoinst the Cothedrol of Dorkness Compaian

On November L8th 2OO9 the Partnership for Social Development requested that the Croatian
Radio Television (HRT) Programming Counci l  begin a process of investigation into the actions of the
Chief Editor of the News Programming division, Hloverka Novak Srzi i ,  and the Head Director of HRT,
Vanja Sutl i i ,  in the hope that through the process of investigation the Programming Counci l  would
f ind evident grounds for dismissal. This request was undertaken by the Partnership for Social
Development because i t  found that the proven actions and confirmed general disposit ions of the two
above mentioned individuals are in gross violat ion of the Law of HRT, the Consti tut ion of the
Republ ic  of  Croat ia ,  the European Convent ion of  Human Rights and Fundamenta l  Freedoms and UN
Charter of Human Rights and Freedoms, among other international treaties and domestic acts
protecting the freedom of expression and the media. A request was also made for Hloverka Novak
Srzi i  and Vanja Sutl i i  to be immediately suspended from their posit ions while the investigation is
taking place as to avoid any unnecessary obstruction or inf luence they might have on the
investigation process. The Partnership for Social Development also began a peti t ion on November
19th, 2009 to gain publ ic support for the dismissal Hloverka Novak Srzi i  and Vanja Sutl i i .  The Croatian
public has responded with an overwhelming show of support with over 5,600 signatures. These
signatures come from diverse geographic and social sectors of Croatian society covering al l  the major
ethnic, rel igious and minority groups. The number of Croatian cit izens who have signed the peti t ion is
growing at a rapid rate. The Partnership for Social Development has cal led this campaign the Peti t ion
Against the Cathedral of Darkness.

The init ial  reasoning upon which the Partnership for Social Development has made this
request for a change of management of HRT, especial ly the News Programming division, is the
observed trend that the public space for democratic discourse and discussion over the national
media outlets has been intentional ly decreased and narrowed. There is a noticeable trend within the
HRT's inst i tut ional structure to eradicate and si lence cri t ical journal ists and editors who do not
conform to the authoritat ive demands of management. This trend has been primari ly carr ied out
through the censorship of the management of HRT through frequent pressure and threats to the
journal ists and editors of the News Programming division attempting to open the public debate on
the themes of pol i t ical corruption and organized crime. Conversely, the management of HRT did not
suspend,  d ismiss or  repr imand those journal is ts  who were under  the suspic ion of  associat ing wi th
organized crime or stood accused of a confl ict of interests. This exempli f ies the dualist ic structure
and the d ichotomy of  eth ica l  s tandards that  were bmployed by HRT management  to  sanct ion and
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reprimand journal ists. The Partnership for Social Development's stance towards these events is that
they represent  the inst rumenta l izat ion of  publ ic  te lev is ion for  the purpose of  pol i t ica l  manipulat ion
in the attempt to st i f le publ ic discourse, which contradicts and violates the principles of a l iberal
democratic society.

There are a number of confirmed examples demonstrat ing this general tendency of the HRT
management to censor the News programming content of HTV. l t  is evident that the actions and
decisions of Hloverka Novak Srzi6 and Vanja Sutl i i  led to the sanctioning of the journal ists: Denis
Latin, Aleksandar Stankovi i ,  Ana Jel ini i ,  Robert Zuber, Lela KneZevi i ,  lvana Dragidevi i  Vel idkovid,
Sanja MikleuSevii  Pavi6, Toran Sprajc, not to mention others. This can be deduced from various
accessible documents and decisions from the governing bodies of HRT that point out that these
journal ists had only come into confl ict with management after publ ishing or attempting to publ ish
information that uncovered or raised suspicion of corruption, organized crime, the relat ion of
organized cr ime and pol i t ics ,  or  spoke out  against  the dubious act ions and behavior  of  HRT
management .  A par t icu lar  example that  could be s ighted as ev idence of  i l legal  contro l  and censorship
over HTV content is the action taken against Ana Jel ini i  the former editor of the show Dossier.hr who
was demoted from her posit ion on November L2th,2009. Hloverka Novak Srzi i  expressed her
personal disdain and disl ike of the guests en the show Dossier.hr (Mali i ,  Mil juS, Jel ini i ,  Appelt,  and
Podumljak). l t  is important to note that these guests were mainly discussing and debating the issues
of corruption and organized crime in relat ion to the pol i t ical and administrat ive structures of the
Republ ic  of  Croat ia .  l t  should here a lso be ment ioned that  Ana Jel in id  has s ince been c leared by the
Ethical Committee of HRT of any unethical or unprofessional act ion as the editor of Dossier.hr. This
case was brought to the Ethical Committee by Hloverka Novak Srzi i  only after Ana Jel ini i  had been
demoted. This is a clear example of Hloverka Novak Srzi i 's attempt to use her authority as the Chief
Editor of the News Programming division to censor the report ing of corruption and organized crime,
to violate the r ights of journal ists and editors to exercise their independent opinions and thus to
close the space for democratic discourses through the public media. This type of interference with
the r ights of  journal is ts  and edi tors to  publ ish and a i r  "pol i t ica l ly  sensi t ive"  in format ion has been
general ly  numerous t imes wi thout  any sanct ion or  repr imand.

This type of behavior engaged in by the Chief Editor of News Programming leads one to
question the role and authority of the Head Director of HRT Vanja Sutl i i .  As the Head Director of
HRT, Vanja Sutl i i ,  has the obl igation and duty with the authority invested in him by the HRT
Programming Counci l  to act upon these numerous interferences on behalf of the public interest.
Vanja Sutl i i 's obvious negligence and incompetence in these matters as well  as his questionable
approval, knowledge and part icipation in such behavior leads one to the conclusion that he is unfi t  to
defend the public interest as the Head Director of HRT. This is not to mention the various accusations
of publ ic procurement irregulari t ies that have recently brought Vanja Sutl i6's conduct into question.

The Partnership for Social Development would also l ike to point out that this type of
improper behavior from the management of HRT has caused widespread internal disagreements and
animosity from the journal ists and editors of the News Programming division employed by this publ ic

inst i tut ion. This oppressive atmosphere created by the management culminated in the staging of a
protest by 150 journal ist and editors of the News Programming division on November 20th, 2OO9
whereby they p laced bandages upon thei r  mouths to symbol ize the censorship and v io lat ion of  the i r
r ights to freedom of expression. The HRT Programming Counci l  began their session on November
20th, 2009 in which these issues where discussed. This session was continued on November 23'd and
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November 3oth 2009. The Partnership for Social Development presented them with the peti t ion then
signed by 3617 Croatian cit izens for the dismissal of Hloverka Novak Srzi i  and Vanja Sutl i i .  The HRT

Programming Counci l  decided to cal l  for an investigation of the events that led to the widespread
internal and external cr i t ic ism of the News Programming division on November 23'd,2OO9. The
investigation was led by Director of HW Blago Markota. The results of the internal investigation
presented on November 30th, 2009 pointed to the negative perceptions of the employees towards
the functioning, qual i ty, atmosphere and management of the News programming division. This was
deduced from four questions asked to 186 employees. Out of the employees surveyed 81 to 94%
gave negative responses to al l  four questions asked. This led Blago Markota to conclude in his report
that Hloverka Novak Srzi i  should be removed from her posit ion as Chief Editor of the News
Programming d iv is ion.  The HRT Programming Counci l  wi l l  make thei r  dec is ion upon the repor t  when
their session continues on December 8th, 2009.

The Partnership for Social Development would here l ike to highl ight the number of confirmed
informal meetings that have taken place between the members of the HRT Programming Counci l
since Blago Markota's report on the management of the News Programming division of HTV. These
informal  meet ings v io late the democrat ic  pr inc ip les of  accountabi l i ty  and t ransparency that  both the
acts and regulat ions that govern the HRT Programming Counci l  are meant to uphold. This represents
an obvious public relat ions move by the HRT Programming Counci l  to resolve the issues behind
closed doors instead of in an open session of the Counci l .  Another serious concern of the Partnership
for Social Development is derived from media reports of an informal deal that has been worked out
by the counci l  members where by Hloverka Novak Srzi i  and Vanja Sutl i i  would be al lowed to
respectful ly resign and accept a less publ ic posit ion within the structure of HRT. This type of publ ic
relat ions solut ion is problematic. The gross nature of their violat ions cal ls for their outr ight dismissals
by the Counci l  according to the Law on HRT. Furthermore, this would send an incorrect message and
set a precedent for the incumbent and future managers of HRT and HTV. l t  would show them that
they could violate and circumvent various international and domestic laws and regulat ions and not
be subject to the st imulated penalt ies. The Partnership for Social Development is also alarmed at the
media reports stat ing that Hloverka Novak Srzi i  has recently been in a private meeting with the
Pr ime Min is ter  of  the Republ ic  of  Croat ia  Jadranka Kosor  as wel l  as other  government  of f ic ia ls .  This
again v io lates severa l  legal  and regulatory pr inc ip les,  namely,  the independence of  the publ ic  media
f rom i l leg i t imate pol i t ica l  and government  in f luence.  The Par tnership for  Socia l  Development  would
ins is ts  upon the importance of  the HRT Programming Counci l  to  uphold a l l  the s tatues,  regulat ions
and procedures that govern the sessions of the Counci l  and the selection and dismissals of HRT
management. This must be done in order to defend the professional ethics and norms within the
domain of  journal ism and the media and to uphold the l ibera l  democrat ic  pr inc ip les upon which the
Consti tut ion of the Republic of Croatia is based.
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The Par tnership for  Socia l  Development  can only  conclude based upon the ev idence
documented above that several international conventions, treaties, and principles have been
vio lated as wel l  as the human and const i tu t ional  r ights  of  Croat ian c i t izens.  The Par tnership for  Socia l
Development would also highl ight that these events point to an infr ingement of the Copenhagen
poli t ical cr i ter ia in part icular the art icles pertaining to the freedom of expression. The Partnership for
Socia l  Development  ca l ls  for  an immediate remedy to th is  s i tuat ion wi thout  i l leg i t imate pol i t ica l  or
government interference into the public media, a solut ion that respects al l  the relevant domestic
laws and regulat ions of the Republic of Croatia. This is especial ly urgent due to the fact that at the
present t ime Croatia is holding the campaign for presidential elect ions. The decisions of the HRT
Programming Councit on December 8tn, 2009 wil l  be a vital display of the current status of the rule of
law and democrat ic  r ights  in  the Republ ic  of  Croat ia .

Zagreb,4 December 2009


