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Dušan Miljuš – a chronology of suffering
About 8 p.m. on Monday, June 2, 2008, Dušan Miljuš, a reporter for the crime pages of the Jutarnji list daily was beaten up in front of his apartment in Zagreb. Miljuš was attacked with baseball bats by two or more attackers, and sustained severe physical injuries, but the competent authorities qualified the attack as attempted murder only after intense pressure from the public and the press. 

The Partnership for Social Development had reacted 6 months previously, on December 5, 2007, to the publication of the name of Dušan Miljuš on the obituary pages of the Večernji list daily, which we considered to be a kind of warning to Dušan Miljuš from the Zagreb underground. Furthermore, the association warned the competent Croatian authorities, i.e. the General Police Directorate of the Croatian Ministry of the Interior, as well as the State Attorney’s Office and USKOK
, of its suspicions that those were, in fact, serious threats and serious intentions of the underground to hurt Dušan Miljuš. 

 
The reply of the General Police Directorate to the association’s above requests for action was that they were “grateful” for the letter we had sent... and that the Ministry of the Interior had initiated activities immediately upon the publication of the ad for the purpose of protecting all persons who might be at risk due to the publication of the ad...” (enclosed). 

 
From the response of the County State Attorney’s Office in Zagreb regarding our report, under number: KR-DO-62/08, it is evident that from “the documentation submitted in the attachment of the special report of the Zagreb Police Administration, number: 511-19-11/1-31-K-946/07 dated January 2, 2008 it follows that the publication of a paid ad by Nataša Zečević in Večernji list on December 5, 2007 on the page among obituaries happened due to a procedural error ...because the only available space for the publication of the ad was in the “Obituaries” section!? 

Further in the declaration, the County State Attorney’s Office claims that: “Dušan Miljuš was told by the Zagreb Police Administration that the association Partnership for Social Development submitted a Request to the State Attorney’s Office and General Police Directorate and declined the need for measures to protect his life as he did not consider the paid ad to be a serious threat”. 


The information we had on the above suggested that Dušan Miljuš had not refused protection, that the threat or more precisely the public message was just an announcement from the underground of what was in store for him, and some 6 months later, Dušan Miljuš was brutally beaten up. There was no protection, our report was not taken seriously, and one person got hurt. Not long after that, the head of the Zagreb Police Administration at the time was removed from office, but only after the media put pressure on him because of the “Thompson” case and after the affair with the bringing in of Mirjana Pukanić. 

 

 


By further investigation into the circumstances of the attack on Dušan Miljuš, the Partnership for Social Development found the following: 
· Immediately after the murder of Davor Zečević (fall of 2007), of which Dušan Miljuš had written, Dušan Miljuš and a Jutarnj list photographer were verbally threatened by as of yet unknown persons while they were taking photos of a location which was the subject of a suspicious property transaction in Klaićeva Street. In that case the tenants in the building complained of pressures exerted on them by potential buyers, which buyers were associated with suspects in the process against the so called Crime Organization. Part of the disputed property was owned by the Palma company. 

· Although the Partnership for Social Development notified the police, USKOK and the State Attorney’s Office of everything (both of threats and the publication of the ad among obituaries), the results of the processing at the time were that everything was a “technical error” in Večernji list, although such a “technical error” is almost impossible. 

· In February 2008, hence after the threats and the publication of the ad, Dušan Miljuš was removed from his position as editor of the crime pages in Jutarnji list, of which I (president of the association, Munir Podumljak) notified the public announcing it during my appearance in the TV show Nedjeljom u 2. 
· In that period and immediately after the removal of Dušan Miljuš from his position, the owner of EPH conducted an internal investigation on the connections between some of the journalists and employees in the NCL group (Nacional weekly), and the motive was the “Dear Ivo” affair, i.e. the falsified interview with Ivo Sanader that was imputed to Davor Butković. 
· During the said investigation information was obtained on the existence of para-intelligence groups in both media groups, which use the addiction of public persons and journalists to opiates and other embarrassing tendencies for the purpose of blackmail and various illegal activities. The investigation suggested that in the said activities safe houses were used as well as other material and technical means, and it was indisputable that there were close relationships between persons employed in these two seemingly opposed groups. 
· The subsequent publication of text messages in the court proceedings instigated against the accused for the murder of Ivo Pukanić clearly suggested that links also existed between the two owners of media corporations (EPH and NCL). From the text messages exchanged it was visible that the owner of NCL could and in fact did influence appointments and employment in EPH and vice versa.  

· The owner of NCL group at the time publicly admitted his connection with one of the criminal clans, and according to information available to us, the removal of Dušan Miljuš from the position of the editor of crime pages was only an epilogue to the intolerance that the majority of criminal clans in Croatia felt for the writing of Dušan Miljuš. 

· For this case it is important that according to the reports and information submitted to the association by citizens, in the period preceding the escalation of violence in Zagreb, there was a “reconciliation” between different criminal groups and that in the case of Miljuš their interests coincided – to disable Dušan Miljuš from writing at any cost, especially from writing about money laundering and the origin of assets of persons suspected of organized crime. These interests were also shared by officials who profited from the said activities. 

· In the continued investigation by the Partnership for Social Development information was collected on the interest and business connections of the authorities of the City of Zagreb and of the town of Novalja, both direct and indirect, with suspects in the case against the Crime Organization. 

· In addition to deals with plots of land, information submitted to the association by Croatian citizens speaks of the connection between persons suspected of organized crime and city authorities in construction deals and deals with waste management. 

· In the citizens’ reports related to the attack on Dušan Miljuš there are serious indications of the connection between a one-time tycoon, who still has shares in the media, with suspects in the case against the Crime Organization, and his investments into the construction business and waste management again through business deals with persons known from the case against the Crime Organization. 

· Moreover, the reports mention an explicit interest connection, i.e. acquaintance between highly positioned officials and employees of the Ministry of the Interior and some employees of the State Attorney’s Office with officials in the authorities of the City of Zagreb and of the town of Novalja, and their joint interest connections with persons associated with the Crime Organization. 

· In several citizens’ reports there is mention of the fact that the general police director at the time was a former employee of the Palma group, i.e. according to the allegations from the reports he was employed as the director of the Gaj Hotel. From the documents available to the association it is visible that the ownership of the Palma company was transferred under suspicious circumstances to the suspects in the case against the Crime Organization. 

· The reporters also suggested that a range of other highly positioned police employees and officials have interest connections with persons close to the criminal milieu, i.e. to the so called Crime Organization, especially in transactions with real estate, land and apartments, and that some of them are also indirectly connected through officials from the City of Zagreb, so property was “through several transactions and seemingly unconnected names” transferred to police employees or other important persons connected through interest. 

· Also possibly important for the case is the fact that Dušan Miljuš was brutally beaten up on at 8 p.m. on June 2, only one day before he was to testify in the case of the mayor of Zagreb against employees of the Partnership for Social Development for the offence of libel. Dušan Miljuš, subsequently called as witness in the case, testified on the circumstances of pressures exerted by the city authorities on the editorial board of Večernji list to terminate their cooperation with the Partnership for Social Development, and on the circumstances under which he was asked to write about my (president of the association, Munir Podumljak) “criminal past”, which Dušan Miljuš refused since there was not a single valid fact or piece of evidence to support such a claim. 

Epilogue:

In their reports and information important for the circumstances of the attack on Dušan Miljuš, citizens claim that Dušan Miljuš is a victim not of an article or of a special event, but rather of the fact that the interests of several criminal groups coincided with the interests of corrupt politicians and officials of the police and of the judiciary system. According to the allegations of the reporters, animosity towards Dušan Miljuš culminated at the moment when, among other things, in his media appearances and the articles he wrote he began to deal intensively with the legality of the origin of assets and the topic of money laundering, which presented a serious threat to the interests of the corruption and mafia octopus which was at that moment taking over the ownership of a vast amount of property and business transactions, as well as of the media. Citizens suggested that attacks on Igor Rađenović and Josip Galinac were partly connected to the attack on Dušan Miljuš because the activities of Rađenović and Galinac went against the interests of the described corruption and mafia octopus. According to the citizens’ allegations, in the given cases the issue was not the hierarchical connection of persons (there is no big boss), but rather a horizontal or network association of several interest groups which in decisive moments cooperate on achieving their common interest, although in some cases their interests may be opposed. 
According to the information submitted to the association by Croatian citizens, the direct perpetrators of the attack on Dušan Miljuš are persons close to the special forces of the Croatian Ministry of the Interior, which persons had allegedly perpetrated several similar attacks and are considered professionals. The reporters, i.e. informers who delivered information to the association, in addition to the names of persons suspected of commissioning the attack on Dušan Miljuš, also listed possible logistics centers, places of gathering, information related to the business cooperation between the suspects and information testifying of their interest connections, as well as events that preceded the attack and the events that followed after it. 

All of the above information was submitted to the Croatian General Police Directorate in March 2009, upon the finalization of the first phase of investigation. 
To date, i.e. almost a year and a half after we had submitted all the information, we still do not have the verdict of the “rule of law” on the attack on Dušan Miljuš. 
From USKOK and the County State Attorney’s Office in Zagreb the response given was that the case was being investigated and that the police was ordered to collect facts (police inquests) on the attack by an unknown perpetrator, while the police claims off the record that they “know who commissioned the attack and who the attackers were but have no evidence”. 
Those who had commissioned the attack on Miljuš and those who perpetrated it walk around freely and enjoy the fruits of their work. We believe that in the Miljuš case the police, as well as other competent state authorities, could and should have done more. 

Since the attack three heads of the Zagreb Police Administration have been removed from office, two general police directors and two ministers, and that is the only result and success in discovering and punishing the persons commissioning and perpetrating it. The Partnership for Social Development holds that only an adequate repressive response of the state to the violence of criminal groups can send a clear message on political will in the fight against corruption and organized crime. As long as there is no such epilogue, we can also say that there is no serious fight against corruption. As long as there is no such epilogue, there is also no safety for Croatian citizens, and all of us can become “the Miljuš case” at some point.  

Dušan Miljuš is still under police protection and has been living in suspense and uncertainty for two years. The question is for how long and what will happen one day when the police protection is removed!?
We call upon all persons involved, associations, media and Croatian citizens to exert pressure on the competent authorities, and primarily on the political structures holding the key to this case, to do their job and find the those who commissioned and perpetrated the attack on Dušan Miljuš, so that we can all move towards a society that is safer and more just. 
This is our contribution, and we expect the same from anyone who has any information on the attack on Dušan Miljuš. 
Yours sincerely,

Munir Podumljak

President of the Association
Partnership for Social Development                                                                         In Zagreb, June 15, 2010






� USKOK=Office for Combating Corruption and Organized Crime
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